
 
 
 
 
WOMEN IN PROPERTY ANNOUNCE CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
Leading experts in sustainable development will speak at the National  Association of 
Women in Property's Conference entitled Development for the Future:  sustainable,  
responsible, but is it feasible?  to be held in Birmingham from Friday 24th to Sunday 26th 
September 2004. 
 
Speakers include 

John Callcutt, Chief Executive, Crest Nicholson  
Stan Crawford, Managing Director of Sherwood Environmental  
Sarah Halsall, Manager, Selfridges Bull Ring 

  Lin Homer, Chief Executive of the Birmingham City Council 
  Gareth Llewellyn, Group Corporate Responsibility Director National Grid Transco 
 
 Gareth Llewellyn, Group Corporate Responsibility Director at National Grid Transco gives 
a flavour of his talk. 
 
“Companies that think they are sustainable by virtue of their charitable donations alone 
are greatly mistaken. Getting responsible business practices into the heart and soul of a 
business is essential if the company wishes to deliver sustainable shareholder value. 
 
“Society's expectations of businesses are increasingly focusing on the way in which 
companies tackle non-financial matters. Issues such as workforce diversity, greenhouse 
gas emissions, clean-up of contaminated land and employee safety are important to NGT. 
By bringing these issues alongside profitability it enables us to demonstrate a more 
rounded contribution to sustainable development." 
 
Lin Homer, Chief Executive of the Birmingham City Council will be the key note speaker 
at Friday evening’s opening event. 
 



Saturday morning’s business session will be chaired by Jacquie Reilly, Project Director of 
the Association of Town Centre Management and the speakers  will look at examples of 
how companies can play their part in social sustainability in residential and commercial 
developments. 
 
On Saturday afternoon delegates have the choice of a tour in the city including the 
Jewellery Quarter and Museum, a visit to the Custard Factory or an architectural walk 
around Brindley Place. 
 
 
On Saturday evening the annual WIP Gala dinner and dance  will be held in the 
magnificent Victorian Banqueting Suite, Birmingham Council House  
 
The conference finishes on Sunday with brunch at Selfridges discussing  the issues of 
sustainability for a world renown brand and its new building in Birmingham. 
 
National Chairman of Women in Property and partner of DLA, Kathy Toon, explained 
"’Sustainability has become a buzz word, and ironically runs the risk of becoming 
devalued through overuse. 
 
“Through our speakers and their companies, we want to explore the ways we incorporate 
sustainability in our buildings both in physical and social terms. Everyone in our industry 
can contribute towards sustainability but we need to find a way that is acceptable and 
viable to both our clients, employers and the wider community”. 
 
 
 
Tickets for the conference weekend will cost £185.   Further details and booking form  
please contact Fiona Alfred 0207 603 4746 or email f . al f r ed@bt i nt er net . com or visit 
our website www.wipnet.org 
 
Ends          
Issued on behalf of the Association of Women in Property by The Wordsmiths 
Press.  For further information contact Louise Clements on 01208 851188. 
 
 
Editors' Notes 
Women in Property is a national organisation, with over 1,100 members and 8 
regional branches.  It represents all disciplines within the property and 
construction industry and provides a forum for business opportunities, the 
exchanging of views, networking and personal development. 
 
Visit our website www.wipnet.org 
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